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On behalf of our school community, I welcome 
you to our 2016 Newsletter.  The Newsletter 
is a reflection of just some of the activities 
undertaken by our students throughout the 
past year and I hope you will find the contents 
interesting and informative. 

I would like to extend congratulations to our 
Junior Certificate students on their excellent 
results last September with some students 
attaining the maximum of 9 or 10 A’s at Higher 
Level.  We were delighted for all our Leaving 
Certificate students who also performed so 
well that everyone succeeded in being placed 
in courses of their choice either at 3rd level 
universities and colleges or programmes of 
Further Education.  The academic success of 
our students is driven by their enthusiasm to 
succeed, facilitated and guided by the skills, 
dedication and energy of our teaching staff 
and supported by you their parents through 
your support of study and homework and 
engagement with the school. 

In addition to our most important core activity 
of teaching and learning, students were also 
enthusiastically engaged in cultural, extra-
curricular, inter-school sporting competitions 
and national events.  The Transition Year and 
Deaf students completed very informative 
and culturally enriching visits to Barcelona 
and Berlin respectively.  We have a number of 
students involved in progressing towards their 
goal of achieving a Gaisce, the President’s 
Award.  This is a noteworthy and worthwhile 
achievement in a young person’s teenage years. 

Our Transition Year students surpassed 
themselves once again in their engagement in 
inter-school competitions both at local, national 
and European level with Anna Mustata gaining 
a silver medal in the recently held European 
Mathematics Olympiad.  The Transition Year 
programme is a fantastic year for students 
to encounter challenges and build personal, 
creative, educational and social skills and 

maturity that stands 
them in good stead as 
they move on to their 
Leaving Certificate 
years and well beyond.  

We held a very 
successful Open Night 
in early September last 
and it was extremely 
well attended by 
parents of prospective students.  It is a very 
important evening as it affords the opportunity 
for parents and children to engage with our 
teachers and students and see first-hand the 
range of subjects and facilities on offer.  It is 
also a great opportunity to get a sense of the 
spirit of our school community.  Deciding on 
a 2nd level school for your child is an anxious 
time as you try to balance all the complex 
aspects of this important phase of your child’s 
educational progression.  We are very well 
aware of your concerns and have a well-tested 
transition programme in place.  Our next Open 
Night is scheduled for Tuesday 20th September 
2016 and we look forward to meeting you.

I hope you enjoy reading our Newsletter and 
you gain an insight into some of the aspects that 
make us the school community we are.

JOHN FARRELL

Principal

3

P R I N C I PA L’ S  A D D R E S S

School Flags Flying  



L A N G U A G E S
I r i s h
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F r e n c h

H U M A N I T I E S
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M A T H E M A T I C S  &  S C I E N C E
M a t h e m a t i c s
A p p l i e d  M a t h e m a t i c s
S c i e n c e
B i o l o g y
C h e m i s t r y
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M a t e r i a l  T e c h n o l o g y  ( M e t a l )
C o n s t r u c t i o n  S t u d i e s
E n g i n e e r i n g

N O N  E X A M I N A T I O N  S U B J E C T S
C o m p u t e r s
S o c i a l  a n d  P e r s o n a l  H e a l t h  E d u c a t i o n
P h y s i c a l  E d u c a t i o n
C a r e e r  G u i d a n c e
R e l i g i o u s  E d u c a t i o n
I r i s h  S i g n  L a n g u a g e
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Students facing the challenge of early morning hills.

S u b j e c t s  o f f e r e d  i n  B . C . S .

A l l  e x a m i n a t i o n  S u b j e c t s  a r e  o f f e r e d  a t  b o t h  H o n o u r s  a n d  P a s s  L e v e l .

T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  r a n g e  o f  s u b j e c t s  o f f e r e d  b o t h  t o  J u n i o r  C e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  L e a v i n g 
C e r t i f i c a t e  i n  B i s h o p s t o w n  C o m m u n i t y  S c h o o l .



Life and Times of G.Boole
On the 10th of November, Fifth Year Maths students 
travelled to UCC to partake in a celebration of the 
life and works of George Boole.  The students were 
taken on a brief tour of the campus and were guided 
through how George Boole, with no education beyond 
primary school, began to lecture at UCC and went 
on to influence the world of modern electronics.  The 

day culminated with a guided tour of the Glucksman 
Gallery where students explored art in a wide variety 
of mediums that had been influenced by Boolean 
algebra and Mathematical Logic.

Maths Teaching
In April, six of our TY students took part in a teaching 
programme for one week.  Peter McKeon, Jia Hao 
Low, Courtney Mulcahy, Seán Fuohy, Reece Donovan 
and Anthony Brothers taught constructions to First 
Year students.  They worked in teams of three along 
with their teacher who was there for support.  The 
start of the week was a real challenge for these 
students but as the week progressed they became more 
comfortable in the role of a teacher.  “What an eye-
opening experience”       Reece Donovan  
“It was really hard work but really enjoyable”   Sean 
Fuohy

Fourth Year Mathematicians 
During Maths Week in October, Fourth Year 
students were given the task of researching different 
mathematicians and then presenting their data 
through interview format.  In order to choose their 
mathematicians the students had to take an online quiz 
which paired them up with the mathematician that 
they related most closely with.  Students chose a huge 
array of different people ranging from Pythagoras, 
Descartes and Euclid to more recent mathematicians 
such as Grace Hopper.  A huge effort was made by 
all involved and the interviews at the end were really 
entertaining.

Maths Olympiad 2016
Anna Mustata, a Fourth Year student in BCS, recently 

competed in the European Girls Maths Olympiad in 
Busteni, Romania.  This is a yearly competition for 
secondary school students and this was Anna’s fourth 
time representing Ireland in the competition.  This 
year there were two girls from Cork and two girls 
from Dublin on the team.  Although they travel as 
a team, the Olympiad is an individual event which 
consists of two papers over two days.  Anna achieved 
an incredible 20 marks out of 21 marks, resulting in 
a silver medal!  This was the highest score out of all 
of the Irish girls.  All of the staff and students in BCS 
are very proud of Anna and her fantastic achievement.  
Well done Anna.
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Anna Mustata with her European Maths Olympiad Silver medal

M AT H E M AT I C S  D E PA RT M E N T



Make a Model Cell Competition
As part of a First Year Science Competition, students 
were asked to make a model cell for a display.  This 
had to be labelled with information cards describing 
the parts of a plant or animals cell.  Final entries 
were outstanding and the level of detail displayed by 
students’ was phenomenal.  Jack Pimlott was awarded 
1st Prize for his 3D Model of an Animal Cell.

Physics News
In November, the Fifth Year Physics class attended 
the Institute of Physics annual lecture in UCC.  The 
topic was ‘The Physics of Spaceflight ‘and relates in 
a very practical way to the concepts on the Mechanics 
section of the Leaving Certificate course. 
Students also enjoyed a very valuable morning in 
the Blackrock Castle Observatory.  Students were 
fortunate to have the opportunity to take part in an 
electronics workshop and have an introduction to the 
Arduino programming language.  The workshop was 
sponsored by two local Tech companies, Qualcomm 
and Dell.  As well as the practical exposure to 
circuit building and testing, representatives from 
each company gave an overview of the many career 
opportunities in this sector.  Further proof that physics 
is a great subject for those who wish to benefit from 
the employment potential of our burgeoning Tech 
industry.

“We worked with a circuit board, LEDs and some 
laptops.  I haven’t worked in detail with robotics or 
circuits before, so it was great to try something new.  
The teacher was really informative and we found 
some interesting things to do online, like creating 
a free, virtual circuit board or using programming 
to make the circuit light up and turn off on its 
own.  It is worth checking out www.123d.circuits.
io for more information.  Afterwards, we got a 
career talk on the opportunities in the IT industry”.                                       
Cathal Donovan O’Neill

Physics 
Workshop in UCC
On the 5th of May, TY students went to UCC, to carry 
out a number of physics investigations, organised 
by Dr. Declan Kennedy.  Students worked in pairs, 
with the aim of being able to investigate how feasible 
coursework examination is at Leaving Certificate 
level.

“It was a really good day with a hands on approach.  
The investigations included measuring refractive 
index of glass, reading a Vernier scale, using a 
micrometer, bomb calorimeter and more.  It gave us 
an insight into physics and what is covered at Leaving 
Cert level”.     Maribel Cristina
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Blackrock Observatory

S C I E N C E
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Students facing the challenge of early morning hills.

F R E N C H

French Department
At Bishopstown Community School, all Junior Cycle 
students study French.  The course prepares students 
in the four main language areas-listening, reading, 
writing and speaking- along with learning about 
French lifestyle and culture.
French is quite a popular choice at Senior Cycle.  We 
use the communicative teaching approach so that 
students are involved in real communication and it 
allows them to learn to use the language.
Our annual French Breakfast took place this year in 
March during the French Film Festival.  All first year 
students attended.  It began with a French Breakfast 
followed by the film ‘Le Petit Nicholas’ to mark the 
festival.
À Bishopstown Community School, tous les élèves 
qui étudient pour le Brevet, apprennent le français.  
Les élèves apprennent à lire, écrire, écouter et parler le 
français.
Beaucoup d’élèves choisissent le français pour le 
Baccalauréat.  Nous communiquons avec les élèves 
en français, pour qu’ils soient impliqués dans une 
conversation réelle.  Ça leur permet aussi d’apprendre 
à utiliser la langue.
Tous les ans, nous préparons un petit déjeuner 
français.  Cette année,ça a eu lieu en mars pendant le 

festival de film français.  Tous les élèves en première 
année y ont participé.  Ça a commence avec un petit 
déjeuner français, suivi par le film ‘Le Petit Nicolas’, 
pour marquer la fête.

Cork FTA Quiz
Congratulations to Maeve McGovern, Aleksandra 
Jedrzejczyk, Liam Harrington and Ronan Roche from 
Bishopstown Community School who came second 
in the annual Inter- School French Quiz.  The Cork 
French Teacher’s Association held the quiz in UCC 
and it was open to Transition Year and Senior Cycle 
students.  Questions focused on French language 
and culture, including History, Geography, Famous 
French-speaking people and Francophonie among 
other themes.  There was a great turnout from schools 
all over Cork and it was a very successful evening.
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L I T E R A C Y &  N U M E R A C Y

players.  If you would like to try the game out, simply 
google “happysoft countdown”, and spend a pleasant 

half hour or two improving your own skills and, 
hopefully, beating friends and family.
This year we added a new dimensions to our Brain 
Training Week with the introduction of Dingbats and 
Four pics One word.  Teachers, parents and students 
enjoyed ‘thinking outside the box’ in order to decipher 
well known phrases associated with four pictures or 
visual clues.  

Try this one for yourself!

Overall, Brain Training Week was a huge success.  
Students, teachers and parents enjoyed the activities 
immensely and we plan on making it even bigger and 
better next year.

Brain Training Week
In January, each year group was involved in a 
Brain Training Week and partook in many different 
events organised.  Events included giant scrabble, 
a Bake Off, Who Wants to be a Millionaire, Four 
Pics One Word, Dingbats, a treasure hunt, a trip to 
the Blackrock Observatory and the hugely popular 
Countdown as seen on TV.

The aim of the week was to combine fun activities 
using both literacy and numeracy elements.  We 
wanted to take reading and numbers out of the 
classroom and show how the same skills can be used 
in ordinary everyday activities.
Fifth Year students took part in ‘Who Wants to be a 
Millionaire’ in our school library.  The stage was set 
and the spotlight was shone on pairs of students.  The 
audience all got involved with the ‘ask the audience’ 

and ‘phone a friend’ options.
Throughout the week, students in all years were 
given the chance to take part in a series of games of 
Countdown, the popular Channel 4 gameshow that 
tests players’ numeracy and literacy skills.  The week 
ended with a hotly contested head-to-head between 
Fourth and Fifth Years.  Audience members took on 
the roles of Susie Dent and Rachel Riley, making 
sure it was as exciting for spectators as it was for the 

Fib

Monarch
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G E O G R A P H Y

Geography Department
Geography is offered at Junior 
Certificate and Senior Certificate 
levels.  This year, Sixth Year 
Geography students had to complete 
a field trip as part of their Leaving 
Certificate Geography course.  The 
topic was “The impact of geomorphic 
process/processes and/or human 
activity on the development of 
landform(s) in a glaciated or fluvial 
or coastal or karst environment”.  
Students had to look at how erosion is 
an active process that occurs in a river 
(fluvial) environment and show how 
the process of erosion is directly linked to the current 
and ongoing development of the river shape and size.  
Two weeks prior to this trip, students were taught how 
to evaluate these processes.  Students were also taught 
how to use the appropriate instruments and materials 
that were used on the day.

The geographical investigation is an intrinsic part of 
the Leaving Certificate course and this year the pupils 
showed remarkable in depth knowledge of the area of 
study. Previous experience in completing field trips 
at Junior Certificate level was a definite advantage 
in completing the Leaving Certificate project for 
Geography Students.

Geography Field Trip Clinometer & Measuring Tape
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T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R  E V E N T S

spent in Portaventura Theme Park where students 
spent the day testing their bravery with some of the 
biggest and fastest rollercoasters in Europe.  On 
the last day students visited Montserrat, an old 
monastery built on top of a picturesque mountain.  
Finally, students visited the Nou Camp home of F.C. 
Barcelona.  There, students were able to spend time 
learning about the history of the club and touring the 
amazing stadium. 

Transition Year Coding
TY was fortunate to have the peer talents of some 
excellent coders such as Kevin Smith, Cathal 
Donovan- O’Neill and Maksymilian Lunkiewicz 
this year.  They have comprehensive knowledge of 
CoderDojo and various online and offline coding 
courses and agreed to peer tutor a Coding Class to 
their peers.  They chose to teach HTML and CSS as 
these are the languages used in building websites and 
are very useful as a way of introducing novice coders 
to the world of programming.
Every TY student now has exposure to coding and 
many have taken it to high levels, producing elegant 
and creative code in a short space of time.  This has 
been a great experience for the class and is a fantastic 
opportunity to learn a useful and marketable skill.  
We are so grateful to our three fantastic Techies for 
their enthusiasm and generosity in making their skills 
available in this way.

Fashion Show
This year’s fashion show was a huge success.  All 
TY students and teachers strutted their stuff on the 
catwalk in aid of the Ethiopian Deaf Project and the 
ISPCC.  The TY’s worked tirelessly for a number 
of months before the event, organising sponsorship 
of clothes, spot prizes and music. The support was 
phenomenal this year and a large audience was present 
on the night to watch the show.  We were delighted to 
raise a total of €1500 for our chosen charities.  Well 
done to everyone who took part and a huge thank you 
to everyone who supported us.

Bishopstown Community School Leading the 
way on internet safety.
Two Transition Year Students from Bishopstown 
Community School, Lisa Higgins and Kallum Long, 
were selected as two of 35 students in Ireland to 
become part of a national advisory group on internet 
safety.  The Webwise youth panel is established by 

the Department of Education and skills.  The purpose 
of the panel is to inform webwise’s internet safety 
initiative with the views and opinions of young people 
and to implement new internet safety programmes 
in school around the country.  Well done to Lisa and 
Kallum. 

TY Tour to Barcelona
This year’s school tour group travelled to Barcelona 
in Early April.  A fantastic time was had by everyone 
who went.  We had three full days of activities and 
sightseeing.  Students toured the stunning city of 

Barcelona and visited some of the cities world famous 
sites.  The highlight being La Sagrada Familial, 
Gaudi’s famous Gothic Cathedral.  A full day was 
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Karen , Mateusz and Katlyn dressed in style!Saoirse, Cristina, Lisa and Karen starring in Junk Kouture

Junk Kouture
Four teams entered this year’s Junk Kouture 
Competition.  To enter, teams must design and create 
fashion from recycled materials.  This year the 
innovation and creativity shown by all teams was 
amazing.  The dresses were made from a range of 
materials such as, recycled toilet roll inserts painted 
with coffee, paper leaves coloured with melted crayon 
and recycled electrical wire. 
One of the dresses, Le Vent D’Automn (autumn 
breeze), was selected to compete in the regional 
finals held in University of Limerick.  The qualifying 
team, consisting of Saoirse Brennan, Anna Mustata 
and Jason Linehan.  After weeks of Practice the team 
model, Saoirse, gave an amazing performance in front 
of a packed University Concert Hall.  The time and 
effort put into each dress was huge and all students 
who took part were extremely proud of their creations. 
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The third team of students took on the issue of our 
Carbon Footprint.  This group developed information 
labels that highlight the resources used to produce 
everyday items.  Students placed very informative 
labels on school printers and photocopiers to highlight 
the amount of resources used to produce a printed 

page.  The group are lobbying to have these labels 
put on packaging, and have been shortlisted for the 
“making our world greener” prize at this year’s Young 
Social Innovators National Finals.

Sports Leadership Award
Three of our TY students, Lisa Higgins, Shauna Cotter 
and Courtney Mulcahy, were awarded the Level 1 
Award in Sports leadership. They students worked 
with their local youth group throughout the year to 
gain skills in leadership. 
This involved volunteering at the Rebel Run, 
organising a trip to Belfast to meet other young people 
completing this award as well as setting up video 
chats with other young people from Egypt and Jordan 
to discuss their project as well as problems in both of 
their communities. 
A huge congratulations to the students involved as 
this award took a lot of dedication and hard work to 
achieve. 

T R A N S I T I O N  Y E A R  E V E N T S

Young Social Innovators and Mini Company.
Three teams participated in the Young Social 
Innovators Programme.  They had huge success across 
all projects, with two teams qualifying for the national 
finals.  One team tackled the issue of Mental Health 
and were shortlisted as one of three teams in Ireland 
for the Young Social Entrepreneurs award for their 

project, Oscar & Jack.  Oscar & Jack is a series of 
books and each deals with a negative emotion.  The 
team secured €600 funding to develop the project 
from Young Social Innovators and Ulster Bank.  The 
project has had a hugely positive effect on young 
people in both our school and a number of other 
schools. 
The second team took on the issue of animal cruelty.  
The project title was ‘Protection Against Animal 
Cruelty’.  This group worked very hard to highlight 
this serious issue and produced tags for dogs with 
their logo.  Each tag was personalised with the owners 
contact number in case of emergency. 
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Students acting the part at ‘Féile Dhrámaíochta’Féile Dhrámaíochta
Both Junior and Senior Cycle students had a very busy 
year in the Irish Department.  Fifth Year students got 
to the Munster final of the ‘Féile Dhrámaíochta’ in 
February.  Students based the play around the theme 
of ‘Éirí amach na Cásca 1916’.  They showcased 
their work to the school during Proclamation Day just 
before Easter.  Students wrote the script, designed and 
produced the costumes and make up.  The students 
were highly commended on their brilliant achievement 
by the judges in Fermoy.  

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Junior Cycle students took part in several activities 
during Seachtain na Gaeilge including a céilí in the 
canteen, where a record breaking number of students 
practiced their haon, dó trí’s.  Senior Cycle students 
also took part in a very competitive table quiz or ‘tráth 
na gceist’ to celebrate the week.  Maith sibh go léir!

I R I S H  D E PA RT M E N T
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VEX Robotics Competition 2016

VEX Robotics

The Robotics Club has been active since 2011 and 
is currently run by Mr. Page.  The club is aimed at 
Junior School and gives students the opportunity to 
design and develop a remote controlled robot capable 
of carrying out diverse physical tasks.  Once the robot 
is constructed, the students compete against schools 
from all around Cork with the hope of ultimately 
competing internationally.  The club provides students 
with a sound basis in control electronics, mechanics 
and design.  This year the Robotics club attended the 
VEX Robotics scrimmages and were part of the CIT 
Robotics Competition where they reached the Quarter 
Final stage of the competition in January.  Well done 
to all involved.

Bishopstown Community School Helps Greater 
Chernobyl

Students, staff and parents are very giving and 
supportive of the many charity events which the 
school is involved in during the school year.  This year 
as part of CSPE, Second Year students met with local 
woman Fiona Corcoran to listen to her speak of her 

experience with the Greater Chernobyl Cause.  Having 
watched the special edition of Nationwide on RTE 
which looked at Fiona’s work, the students wanted 
to do something to help the people of Kazakhstan 
and the Ukraine with whom Fiona works with.  They 
were thrilled when Fiona came to visit the school 
and were really motivated to organise a fundraising 
event.  The students themselves organised, promoted 
and ran two events raising 300 Euro for the charity.  
Congratulations to the students involved and thank 
you to all who gave generously. 

One Book One Community

This year, Bishopstown Community School 
embarked on a very exciting community literacy 
programme.  The programme was called ‘One Book 
One Community’.  It involved BCS, Glasheen 
Boys, Glasheen Girls, Maria Asumpta, Greenmount, 
Morning Star, Gaelscoil an Teaghlaigh Naofa and St 
Marys of the Isle.  The One Book, One Community 
project aims to bring all these schools together to 
celebrate being a Community and to encourage 
reading.  All the schools read the same book, Friend 
or Foe, by Brian Gallagher over a two week period 
with lots of fun activities in between.  The book was a 

E V E N T S  I N  B . C . S .
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One Book One Community Group

story about a Girl called Emer and a Boy called Jack 
in Dublin in 1916. 

The Lord Mayor officially launched this project, with 
music from the Barrack Street Band, in the Lough 
on the 18th of April.  Over 500 people attended and 
included all the students reading the book, parents, 
teachers and members of the community.  It was a 
great success and we look forward to running it again 
next year!

UCC Plus Homework Clubs at BCS

During this academic year, the UCC Plus Office 
offered BCS two Homework Club Programmes 
to Second and Third Year students.  In September 
18 volunteer UCC tutors, both undergraduates and 
postgraduates, from a wide variety of disciplines 
travelled to BCS every Wednesday afternoon for 
seven weeks.  They advised Second Year students 
on how to study well and each week discussed an 
educational topic with their students.  During the 
seven week period a special rapport was built between 
the tutors and students.  Teachers observed a marked 
improvement in the standard of homework received.  
Our students found the process very helpful and 
became more confident and independent learners.  At 
the end of the programme, the BCS students were 

invited to visit UCC where they were met by their 
tutor.  They were then brought on a tour of the UCC 
campus and treated to lunch in the College Restaurant.  
The second Homework Club commenced in late 
January for Third Year students.

At the end of the Programme, all the participating 
students and their parents/guardians were invited to 
a special event in UCC on the evening of April 7th.  
The students were presented with certificates in the 
wonderful atmosphere of the Aula Maxima and this 
was followed by a reception in UCC.  The proud 
parents remarked that it was a very lovely evening.  
We are especially grateful to all the tutors for their 
commitment to our students.  We also acknowledge 
the wonderful support of the UCC Plus Office and 
especially the Administrator Maeve Minihane.



C O L L A G E
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E V E N T S  C O N T I N U E D . . .

Symphony Orchestra in Dublin.  The programme 
focused on works from the Junior Certificate Music 
Course and many other entertaining pieces such as 
Prokofiev’s Romeo and Juliet and Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations.  After the concert, students enjoyed 
some free time to explore the retail areas of Grafton 
Street.  Students then proceeded to visit the GPO on 
O’Connell Street and took time to reflect on events 

that took place there during the 1916 Rising.  One 
enthusiastic Second Year student remarked “it was a 
great day out and I learned a lot”. 

Gaisce Awards

Gaisce – The President’s Award is a self-development 
programme that encourages students to find their 
passion, get active and make a difference in their 
community!  Gaisce is a direct challenge from the 
President of Ireland to young people aged 15-25 to 
dream big and realise their potential.  By taking part 
in Gaisce, students take on exciting personal, physical 
and community challenges and develop new skills and 
new friendships.  There are three levels of Gaisce – 
Bronze, Silver and Gold.

Gaisce is offered to students in Transition Year 
under the guidance of Ms. Keating.  Currently, both 
Transition Year bronze medallists and 5th year silver 
medallists are preparing for their adventure journey to 
complete their Gaisce programme.  During the BCS 
Fashion Show, 5th year students were presented with 
their bronze medals by the Cork football player, Aidan 
Walsh.  

Music 

On the 8th Of March, Second and Third Year students 
attended a concert performed by the National 

Gaisce group with Ms Keating, Mr. Farrell and Cork Footballer Aidan Walsh
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Make a Book project display

grandniece and great grandnephew of Michael Collins 
and Fiachra Gibbons whose relative was a member 
of Cumann na mBan.  The event came to a close with 
the entire gathering singing our National Anthem – 
Amhran na bhFiann.  It was an emotional moment 
realising that 100 years after this song was sung so 
proudly in the GPO by the Irish Volunteers during the 
1916 Rising that here we were, a modern Irish school 
of more than nineteen nationalities singing Peadar 
Kearney’s song with similar conviction and pride. 

Proclamation Concert 2016 at BCS  

On the 16th of March, the whole school gathered 
in the Hall and were treated to an hour and a half 
of various items of drama, music and storytelling 
reflecting on the 1916 Rising.  The concert began with 
an address by the Principal outlining the context of 

the Rising.  This was followed by a rousing rendition 
of ‘A Nation Once Again’ by the TY Choir.  Various 
dramas recalling aspects of the Rising were presented 
by students from different Year groups.  Poems were 
recited by First Years and Fifth Year students.  The 
First Years presented their ‘Make a Book’ display.  
The history of the Irish Flag was told by a Transition 
Year student.  These items were interspersed by 
Irish tunes on various instruments and ‘Oro Se do 
Bheatha Abhaile’ by First and Second Years.  The 
climax of the event was the raising of the National 
Tricolour by three students with connections to that 
period in history – Cait and Liam Harrington – great 



20

Sports Day 2016
Students and teachers enjoyed another successful 
sports day in April.  As the students filed out onto the 
pitch in their teams, an air of anticipated fun could be 
felt.  Once again we were blessed with the weather 
and the sun was shining and everyone was rearing 
to go.  Students competed across the day in a variety 
of traditional sports day activities.  Sports activities 
included the obstacle course (an old favourite) and 
the new dizzy races, the 100m and 50m sprints 
demonstrated some amazing running abilities and 
resulted some very tight races.  The last race of the 
day brought forward one relay team from each year 
group and one from the teachers.  The 4th Years won 
the race this year, with the 2nd Years in second place 
and the teachers in third place.  The P.E teachers also 
included a secret challenge this year with a special 
prize for the long puck.  This year’s winners were 
John Cottrell and Cait Harrington in 2nd Year and 
Rebecca Cottrell and Christopher Looney in 5th Year. 
The last activity of the day was the student versus 
teacher basketball match.  Again Ms. Long did an 

excellent job as referee with the help of Ms. Sheahan 
as time keeper.  Despite a really close finish, the title 
was taken by the teachers, 34-31.  Unfortunately for 

the teachers the games are getting closer and closer so 
next year will be a real tough battle.  Looking forward 
to it already!

FAI
In March, 13 TY students participated on a 4 week 
coaching course with the FAI to gain skills in 
soccer coaching.  All 13 were successful in gaining 
certification.  To put their skills into action it was 
decided to invite 50 students from 3rd and 4th class 
from Glasheen Boys School.  On the 28th of March 
the students arrived to the Bishopstown Community 

S P O RT S

BCS Student Coaches
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Cross Country Challenge

School pitch for a session with the new coaches.  The 
event turned out to be a great success with Glasheen 
National School offering to come back for the next 
session.  Both participants and coaches had a great 
time.  The TY coaches were complemented on 
running such a great event and for working so well 
with the younger students by the visiting teachers.  A 
compliment that was reiterated by Stephen O’ Mahony 
who delivered the course to the students.

BCS Athletics
The BCS Athletics team went from strength to 
strength this year.  On Wednesday the 18th of 
November, BCS hosted the annual Cross Country 
Event to which Glanmire Community School, 
Douglas Community School and the North Mon 
School were invited to compete.  All students 
performed excellently despite the challenging weather 
conditions.  Congratulations to all who took part 
and in particular, Sean Fouhy, Clodagh Corbett and 

Christina Conzalo, who all took podium positions.
On Friday the 29th of January, athletes took part in the 
South Munster Cross Country Championships held at 
the Munster Agricultural Grounds in Curraheen.  All 
our students performed with grit and determination 
despite the challenging weather conditions and muddy 
course.  Congratulations to all who took part and 
in particular, Sean Fouhy, Emily Doyle and Grace 
Pinker. 
The track and field event was held in early May with 
all the BCS athletes performing superbly and doing 
their two teachers, Mrs. O’Riordan and Ms. O’Keeffe, 
proud.  The fact that the athletics team is growing 
each year is a testament to the students in school 
and their understanding of how important a healthy 
body is, which in turn leads to a healthy mind.  We 
are looking forward to the coming year and all that it 
brings for our team.
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President Michael D.Higgins at Croke Park

History Department
Third Year is an imperative part of a student’s career.  
It is their first introduction into formal examinations 
and in BCS we believe in approaching State 
Examinations fully prepared, utilising all available 
facilities and resources available to us.  It is our aim 

to educate our students on local as well as national 
and international history.  Annually, History teachers 
escort Junior Certificate students on a personalised 
walking tour of the city.  This also serves as a revision 
of three years of accumulative study which will 
be examined at the end of the year.  Students visit 
the Medieval Red Abbey Tower and St. Finbarr’s 
Cathedral.  The Gothic architectural features are 

studied in depth.  The Penal Laws are then revisited 
with a visit to Nano Nagle’s grave.  The persecution 
of Catholics and their fight for an Irish Government 
is discussed here.  This served to take us to the next 

stage of Irish Political History, the Irish War of 
Independence.  In BCS we aim to foster not just a 
knowledge of the subject, but a love of the subject. 

“History, is, at heart, a collection of stories about 
who we are.  Many stories.  Millions of them, and 
sometimes they cross and change each other, and 
sometimes they barely miss each other.  Often they can 
be extremely interesting, like something out of the best 
fiction.  Sometimes they can be terrifying, a warning 
of what not to do, of things that we should never 
repeat.  History’s about us, what we have done, can do 
and are capable of doing.” 
Cathal Donovan O’Neill

H I S TO RY
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1916 Rising Centenary Celebrations
2016 was a big year for History as the people of 
Ireland celebrated the 100th Anniversary of the 1916 
rising.  Students at Bishopstown Community School 
brought the rebellion to life on the 15th of March with 
historical drama, singing, art work, a reading of the 
Proclamation and the raising of the Irish Flag.

Collins Barracks
Third Years made the annual trip to Collins Barracks 
Museum.  Junior Certificate students study the War 
of Independence as part of the syllabus and saw their 
textbook come to life with memorabilia and artillery 
from the era. 

Croke Park
On the 14th of March, BCS students marked the 
1916 Rising at Croke Park with a flag ceremony for 
all Post-Primary Schools.  A representative group of 
students and teachers attended the official ceremony.  
President Michael D. Higgins invited students to 

think about the meaning of the Tricolour before being 
handed a flag to raise on Proclamation Day in their 
schools. 

Michael Collins Centre
On 10th of March students travelled into the heart 
of West Cork to find the real Michael Collins.  They 
were given a guided tour around Clonakilty by a 
relation of Michael Collins, Tim Crowley and his wife 
Dolores gave the students a unique glimpse into the 
life of Michael Collins.  They gave a guided tour of 
area, visiting the Michael Collins statue, St. Mary’s 
Cemetery, Beal na Mblath and Lisavaird Village.

The Plough and the Stars
Fifth and Sixth Year 
History and English 
Students attended Cork 
Opera House on the 
29th of April to see the 
Sean O’ Casey drama, 
The Plough and the 
Stars.  The excellent 
production was directed 
by the award winning 
director Sean Holmes.  
The students enjoyed a 
modern twist on the tale 
of the tenements with 
the backdrop of the 
Easter Rising. 
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Junior Certificate projects 2016

Junior Certificate - Metalwork
Metalwork, is the perfect introduction for Junior 
Certificate students to the world of Engineering.  It 
is founded in practical activity that seeks to link 
observation and action with ingenuity and creativity 

within a problem solving context.  Metalwork allows 
students to develop all the basic practical knowledge 
and skills necessary to manufacture a broad range of 
engineering components and products.  

Leaving Certificate - Engineering
Engineering is one of the most integral and fast 
moving facets of modern life.  To choose a career in 
the epicentre of such an interesting and dynamic field 
must be an exciting prospect for any student. 

Engineering Technology at Leaving Certificate, gives 
students a firm grounding in all the main engineering 
principles.

E N G I N E E R I N G
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Scaled Architectural Models of Church of the Assumption

Scaled Architectural Models of Christ the King

Junior Certificate
Materials Technology Wood is offered at Junior Cycle.  
By choosing this subject you will learn new skills and 
processes, as well as designing and making projects.  
Students enjoy the practical element of the subject and 
are also challenged by the design aspect of the course.  
Below are a selection of Junior Certificate projects 
completed this year.

Construction Studies
Construction Studies is offered at Senior Cycle and is 
examined in three parts; theory exam, skills test and a 
project.  The skills test comprises of a four hour exam 
which examines the student’s ability to read a working 

drawing and to precisely manufacture the given.  For 
the project coursework, students must complete a 
folio and artefact.  The theory element of the course is 
examined in June as a written exam.

C O N S T R U C T I O N  S T U D I E S  A N D  W O O D W O R K
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Fantastic Food Creations from the  Kitchens

Lydia with some Healty Food options

Home Economics is offered at Junior Certificate and 
Leaving Certificate Levels.  First Year students got a 
six week taster course of this subject.  Food studies, 
consumer studies, social studies, textile studies and 
resource management were some of the topics studied.  
They also enjoyed some cookery classes and produced 
a sample craft.
Fourth Years had a Home Economics module for half 
the academic year.  This included a practical cookery 

class where they produced sweet and savoury dishes.  
During the single theory class they prepared for the 
safe food exam.  This exam is the entry level exam 
of the Environmental Officers Association of Ireland.  
It is aimed at students who would like to work in the 
food industry.

H O M E  E C O N O M I C S
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Paula with some of her Photographs

Above Seaview by Niye Aihie and below “Tom&Fionas‘ by Renata Dima

some of the art work on this page, well done to all.
Paula Jungmann
Well done to Paula whos interest in photography has 
been developing this year resulting in her first solo 
exhibition of photographs. 

A RT C R A F T &  D E S I G N

Congratulations to all Junior and Leaving Certificate 
Art Craft and Design students.  Their creative talent 
and hard work once again resulted in exceptional 
results with over 50% of Junior Certificate students 
receiving an A at higher level and all Leaving 
Certificate students getting Honors grades at higher 
level.
NCBI Work
Students are also to be commended for the work they 
did with members of the NCBI.  For a third year in 
succcession students worked with adults who had 
varying degrees of visual impairment and it is a joy to 
see the developing bond as students remain in contact 

with the people that they worked with last year.
Kinsale Drawing Outing
Fifth and Sixth Year students went on a drawing trip 
to Kinsale and a number of artistic works inspired by 
the trip went on exhibition in the school. You can see 
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Berlin Tour April 2016

This year the Deaf Facility in BCS joined up with 
St. Joseph’s School for Deaf Boys in Dublin and 
organised many events throughout the school year.  
On the 12th and 13th of October, Deaf students 
from BCS travelled to Dublin.  During the two 
days, students participated in various workshops, 
dance classes and other activities.  One of the main 
highlights of this trip was a visit to Deaf Village 
Ireland.  There, students got to meet many members of 
the Deaf Community.
On the 1st and 2nd of March, BCS welcomed students 
from Dublin.  Over the two days, students got to 
take part in workshops, bowling and participate in a 
walking tour of Cork City.

Berlin Tour
Seven Students from the Deaf Facility in Bishopstown 
Community School travelled to Berlin from Tuesday 
the 19th of April to Friday the 22nd of April.  The 
Cork school joined up with students from St. Joseph’s 
School for Deaf Boys, Dublin.  Early Tuesday 
morning the group of 17 pupils and 3 teachers took off 
from Dublin Airport.
The four days were jammed packed full of activities 
that included a visit to The Brandenburg Gate, The 
Berlin Wall Memorial, Museum Haus Am Charlie 
Checkpoint, Potsdam, The Reichstag and a trip up 
the tallest building in Germany- the Berlin TV Tower.  
Students loved the view from the 203 metre platform 
and the TV Tower delivered a stunning view of the top 

D E A F  FA C I L I T Y
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sights of Berlin.
Over the course of the four days the Deaf students 
visited Berlin’s first ever Deaf Café and also took a 
trip to the Ernst-Adolf-Eschke-Schule Deaf School.  It 
was a great way for the students to engage with other 
Deaf students and many new words were learned in 
German Sign Language!  The trip to Berlin proved 
hugely successful as students from both schools 
gained lifelong friends after the week.

Junior Certificate Results 2015
Congratulations to our five Deaf and hard of hearing 
students who achieved fantastic results in their Junior 
Certificate.  Rebecca 
Foley, Alain 
Newstead, Jason 
Lenihan, Adam 
Conway and Katlyn 
Martin received 
excellent results 
on Wednesday 
9th September.  
Congratulations to 
all from the Deaf 
Facility.

Deaf Facility 
welcomes new 
visitors
It was another wonderful year of welcomes to new 
visitors to the Deaf Facility.  Lay Chaplain of the 

Deaf John Patrick Dotherty works in a pastoral role 
with students every Monday.  Fiona Landers, a 1st 

Year Deaf student in CIT gave a talk to Senior Deaf 
students on her experiences of 3rd level college.  On 
the 23rd of November Darrelle Keegan, Disability 
Access Officer in UCC spoke to Senior Deaf students 
about the CAO and entry into 3rd Level Education.
In March, Andrew Geary presented a talk on his 
experiences of the UN Convention of the Rights of 
the Child.  Andrew, a father of a Deaf boy, fought 
for the rights of his child in Geneva.  He secured 
communication support for his child at Primary 
Level.  Andrew spoke to our students about his own 
experiences and it was a fascinating presentation.  
Many thanks to all who visited and worked with the 
Deaf Facility this year.

Ethiopian Deaf Project
TY students held a fashion show in Aid of the 
Ethiopia Deaf Project and donated 1000 Euro to 
the Project.  This money facilitated the provision of 

uniforms for the students. These students from Ambo 
Lazarist Deaf School never had uniforms before.  The 
Ethiopia Deaf Project is a small charity but since its 
inception, it has raised enough funds to build a school 
for Deaf children in Ambo, Ethiopia.
The change that this school has brought to the lives of 
these young Deaf students is vast. 
Letters were exchanged between the students in BCS 
and the students in Ambo.  An amazing link has been 
forged between the two schools.  There are hopes that 
students in BCS will visit the Deaf School in Ambo, 
Ethiopia in the near future.
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Gougane Barra

Projects run in BCS
Transition Year students participated in lots of 
projects befriending groups and organisations in 
the community during the school year.  This work 
was completed as part of their involvement with 
the St. Vincent de Paul Youth for Justice Initiative.  
Students chose the title ‘You’ve Got a Friend in Me’ 
and created a brochure.  Students linked with St. 
Columbas Girls National School with a facility for 
Deaf children.  There, they met with new students 
once a month for tea and a chat and shared friendships 
were established.  The students used their Irish Sign 
Language skills while teaching and coaching at St. 
Columbas.  
Other fundraising activities included a pancake sale 
on Pancake Tuesday, Red Day and Christmas Cards 
were sold as part of the fundraising efforts to support 
the work of Cork City Children’s club.  Students 
also assisted children at Cork airport when the Cork 

Children’s 
Club travelled 
to Disneyland 
Paris.  A film 
was created to 
raise awareness 
about the 

homeless crisis and the students held a Christmas 
Jumper Day to raise funds for Cork Simon 
Community.  Yellow Day was held in the school 
to raise funds for Marymount Hospice and as part 

of the Irish Cancer Society Daffodil Day National 
Fundraising Initiative.  Lastly, an Easter Dip sale 
fundraised much needed money to support the work of 
Ambo Lazarist Deaf School in Ethiopia.  
Students attended a celebration day to acknowledge 
their hard work throughout the year.  A certificate was 
presented to the students for their involvement in the 
Youth for Justice Project by St. Vincent de Paul.

Reflection Day
Fifth Year students travelled to Gougane Barra for a 
reflection day in September.  This was an opportunity 
to journey together as a group.  They participated in 
some friendship activities in the rain and fortunately 
the sun came out to help them think of hopes for the 
year.  While walking together they had an opportunity 
to appreciate the beautiful setting of Gougane Barra.  
A group service was held in the chapel with the theme 
of ‘Strength in Unity’.  It was a thoroughly enjoyable 
day.

R E L I G I O U S  E D U C AT I O N
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Student Council Notice Board

Adult Education
The Adult Education Department has come to the 
end of another successful year and would like to take 
this opportunity to congratulate our five teachers on 
passing their Occupational First Aid exam recently.  
The feedback from the night classes was very positive 

and we hope to 
serve the needs 
of many more in 
the community 
in autumn 2016.  
Our autumn 
program will 
offer some new 
courses such as 
Art Portfolio 
aimed at Senior 
Cycle students 
and a new course 
in Genealogy, as 
well as our regular 
courses including 
Yoga, Pilates 

and Dressmaking.  We are always open to any new 
course suggestions and we would love to see parents 
of our students attending and we offer discounted 
rates in such cases.  Booking will be possible from 
early September by visiting the school on Night Class 
Enrolment evening or via our website.  We look 
forward to seeing you then.

Student Council
The Student Council is a representative structure for 
students only.  Students can become involved in the 
affairs of the school, working in partnership with 

school management, staff and parents for the benefit 
of the school and its students.
Elections were held at the beginning of the year in 
the school to nominate the new members.  Students 
elected were Cormac Donovan O’Neill, Clodagh 
Corbett, Sam Curtin, Mateusz Kosmowski, Saulius 

Ziurnia and Renata Dima.  In their achievements, 
students were able to bring back the breakfast club 
to the school, allowing students to have a cup of tea 
and slice of toast on those cold December mornings!  
They also set up a student council display board 
letting students know what was going on in the school 
as well as getting clocks back into classrooms.  Well 
done to all representatives involved.

A D U LT E D U C AT I O N  &  S T U D E N T C O U N C I L
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Students facing the challenge of early morning hills.

OPEN NIGHT

Tuesday, 20th September, 2016 
6.30 p.m.

We extend a warm welcome to parents and 
students of 4th, 5th and 6th class.

B I S H O P S TO W N  C O M M U N I T Y 
S C H O O L


