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5th Year students enjoying a day of reflection in Gougane Barra

Dear reader, welcome to our 2016/2017 Newsletter.  
We are close to the end of a very busy year in 
Bishopstown Community School and we are proud 
to outline some of the activities our students have 
engaged in over the past year. 
Teaching and learning is to the forefront of what 
we do each day and is the most important activity 
undertaken in our school.  However, to support that 
important aspect, we encourage all students to engage 
in extra-curricular activities ranging from sport to 
involvement with the wider community.  Through 
these experiences, students learn to explore their 
individual uniqueness and strengths thus helping in 
building resilience and self-confidence to the benefit 
of their wellbeing and study.        
On the academic front, we were delighted with our 
students’ achievements in the Junior Certificate 
and Leaving Certificate examinations.  All Leaving 
Certificate students were placed in courses of their 
choice and we wish them success and happiness 
in their college and university studies.  Academic 
success and achievement is a collaborative affair 
involving students, teachers and parents.  We 
encourage and welcome parental input and support in 
the matter of homework, study and attendance and I 
must compliment our parents and guardians for their 
wholehearted support in the above matters over the 
past year. 
Our Transition Year students immersed themselves 
fully in all activities throughout the year.  They 
organised and ran a highly successful fashion show 
event that raised significant money for the Ethiopian 
Deaf Project.  Bishopstown Community School 
has a history of connection and support with this 
deaf school in Ethiopia.  The students proudly and 
successfully represented the school in many other 
initiatives during the year also. Transition Year 
students study throughout the year and this affords 
them the opportunity to engage fully in all core 
and option subjects to help inform on choices for 
Leaving Certificate.  Transition Year offers students a 
wonderful opportunity to explore and build creative, 
interpersonal social skills, endurance and maturity 
– all attributes essential for the Leaving Certificate 

course. 
Two of our Fifth Year Leaving 
Certificate students – Monika 
and Anna – won first places 
respectively in separate 
national competitions in Art 
and Debating.  In addition, a group of four students 
(Cathal, Saoirse, Anna and Jason) took part in the 
Lord Mayors Debate and won a trip to the European 
Parliament in Brussels.  I must mention that Anna 
Mustata was a member of the National Team 
representing Ireland at the European Mathematics 
Olympiad in Switzerland in April.  She also competed 
in the International Maths Olympiad in Brazil during 
the summer and has the distinction of being one of 
two Irish students that won a bronze medal at the 
event.  Students from 112 countries competed in the 
International event in Brazil, so it was an outstanding 
achievement on Anna’s part.  This was Anna’s sixth 
time representing Ireland and she has won silver 
medals in previous European competitions. 
Our sports teams had notable wins in athletics and 
soccer during the year.  Justin Eguaibor will compete 
in the U16 national athletics finals during the summer.  
A group of Transition Year students undertook a very 
successful soccer-coaching course with Cork Sports 
Partnership. 
Choosing a second-level school is one of the most 
important decisions you will make regarding your 
child’s education and we make every effort to ensure 
you are fully informed regarding what our school has 
to offer.  We have a multistage process of induction 
for incoming students to ensure the transition is as 
smooth and worry-free as possible.  I would like to 
thank everyone who attended our very successful 
Open Night in September 2016.  Our Open Night for 
2017 is scheduled for Tuesday, 19th September and 
we look forward to meeting prospective students and 
parents. 
Finally, a word of thanks to all staff for their 
tremendous and enthusiastic work throughout the 
year both in their academic engagement and broader 
aspects of school life in extra-curricular activities with 
our students.                                          Enjoy the read! 



Interviewing Mathematicians
As part of the Transition Year Maths course, students 
discover the mathematician that they have the most 
in common with – past or present.  In pairs, students 
research this mathematician, create interview 
questions and possible answers.  The project ends with 
each pair acting out an interview between a presenter 
and the mathematician.  These interviews are full of 
drama, scandal, facts and maths.

Maths Teaching
Six of our TY students took part in a teaching 
programme for a week in April.  Dominik Kmi-
ta, Andrew Laktionov, Anointed Nwachokor, 
Charlotte Ware, Christopher Burrows, Francesco 
Baldino, Kaitlyn Casey and Kelvin Mackinlay 
taught constructions to First Year students.  They 
worked in teams of three along with their teacher 
who was there for support.  The start of the week 
was a real challenge for these students but as the 
week went by they became more comfortable in 
the role of a teacher. 

Brain Training Week
New Year, new you, there is nothing like a new start 
to get you motivated, we chose January to do just that.  
Forget the January blues we put our brains in gear and 
took a new approach to numeracy and literacy.  Each 
year group was involved in a brain training activity, 
events included giant scrabble, a Bake Off, Who 
Wants to be a Millionaire, Dingbats, and the hugely 
popular Countdown as seen on TV.
The aim of the week was to combine fun activities 
which used both literacy and numeracy elements.  
Across the week our tiled canteen floor was turned 
into a giant scrabble board, students were divided into 

groups and put their 
dictionary, spelling 
and brains into action 
to complete the 
game.  Parents also 
joined in on the fun.
Throughout the 
week, students in all 
years were given the 
chance to take part 
in a series of games 
of Countdown, the 
popular Channel 4 
gameshow that tests 
players’ numeracy 
and literacy skills.  
The week ended with 
a hotly contested 
head-to-head 
between Fourth and 
Fifth Years, with 
Fourth Years showing they’re not afraid to teach their 
elders a thing or two.  Audience members took on the 
roles of Susie Dent and Rachel Riley.  We wouldn’t 
be surprised to see one or two of our contestants 
appearing on the real show someday soon, so stay 
tuned.  If you would like to try the game out, simply 
google “happysoft countdown”, and spend a pleasant 
half hour or two improving your own skills and, 
hopefully, beating friends and family.
Second Year students took part in ‘Who Wants to be 
a Millionaire’ in our school library.  The stage was set 
and the spotlight was shone on pairs of students, with 
over ten pairs of students participating.  The audience 
all got involved with the ‘ask the audience’ and 
‘phone a friend’ options.
Our Transition Year students took part in a very 
competitive Bake Off.  In teams they researched 
recipes and put it in action.  They made all sorts of 
cupcakes and were very creative in their work.
Teachers, parents and students enjoyed ‘thinking 
outside the box’ element of the dingbats in order to 
decipher well known phrases associated with visual 
clues. 

Overall our Brain Training Week went very well, 
students, teachers and parents enjoyed the activities 
immensely and we plan on making it even bigger and 
better next year.
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Bake Off Prize Winner Nathan O‘Leary
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Victoria Skrobis, Ellie McCarthy, Mariam Ann Malutiku, Mohammed Mirghani

   Brain Training Week



Triumph For Bishopstown Community School 
Students
The Lord Mayor‘s debating competition was held 
in Cork City Hall, with an all-expenses paid trip to 
Brussels being the top prize.  Competition was stiff. 
Schools from across the city took part.  The motion 
was that “Ireland is better off with the European 
Union”.  The Bishopstown Community School 
debate team included four Fifth Year students: Cathal 
Donovan O’ Neill & Saoirse Brennan who proposed 
the motion, Anna Mustata & Luke Timmerman who 
opposed the motion.  The team proved very successful 
securing the top prize. 
 “In 2008 our country grinded to a halt.  Thanks to 
years of dodgy banking, our banks went broke – and 
they broke our country too!  Only with the Troika’s 
policies of reform and real fiscal management did we 
manage to recover.  And while it has been hard, we 
have managed to recover.  If we turn our attention to 
Greece; in a fit of populist passion Alexis Tsipras & 
Yanis Varoufakis promised to burn the bondholders 
and cancel the debts.  This all sounds great on paper 
until you realise just how many bridges they burned!  
Their country was set back 10 years in relation to 
economic recovery.  That’s where their bravado got 

them.  And like the threatened Grexit, there will be no 
soft landing for Brexit.  In the case of Eirexit we would 
become a peripheral island unimportant to anyone 
else’s politics or finance.” Cathal Donovan O’ Neill.

 “Putting financial independence aside for the 
moment, what about military independence? Jean-
Claude Juncker has repeatedly & emphatically made 
it clear that he wants a common army for the EU.  
Why has this not yet happened? Because BRITAIN 
vetoed the motion.  What do think will happen once 
Britain no longer has a say?  In the current state of 
political tension, conflict seems inevitable.  Between 
America’s childish temperamental and aggressive new 

president, Russia’s newfound confidence and stance 
against NATO and Donald Trump’s determination 
to pick a fight with China, Ireland would be a dwarf 
surrounded by military political and financial 
superpowers.  Our best chance is to maintain 
neutrality. Membership in an EU army however, 
would make that impossible.” Anna Mustata

“A country without a language is a country without a 
soul.  Those who engaged in the long battle for Irish 
independence fought so Ireland could keep its identity 
and allow its culture to grow once more.  The Irish 
language is a vital part of maintaining the heritage 
of this country.  Without it we are allowing ourselves 
to blend in and become another faceless section of 
England... again!  At European level, steps have been 
taken to provide protection to minority languages, 
such as our own, through the European Charter 
for Regional or Minority Languages (ECRML).  
Recognised as one of the official working languages 
of the EU since 2007, the native mother tongue of 
Ireland is sheltered from extinction.  Up to 180 jobs 
will be created for the purpose of translating EU 
legislation into Gaeilge.” Saoirse Brennan

 “We are being trained to think of ourselves 
as “global citizens” that belong to a “global 
community”.  This “Orwellian group think” screams 
one world economy, one world religion, one world 
government.  In fact the UN has just recently launched 
what it calls “the 2030 agenda”.  Virtually every 
nation on the planet has willingly signed on to these 
global goals in fact no-one more so than the European 
Union.  Thanks to a series of interlocking treaties and 
international agreements the governance of this planet 
is increasingly becoming globalised and centralised, 
but the most frightening thing of all is the fact that 
this is all happening right before our eyes and people 
don’t seem alarmed!   The elite want a one world 
government, a one world economic system & a one 
world religion.  But they are not going to achieve 
these thing by conquest.  Rather, they want everyone 
to sign up for these new systems willingly.  These 
“global goals” are a template for a united world.  To 

many Irish, the “utopia” that the elite are promising 
sounds quite promising.  But for those that know what 
time it is, this call for a “united world” is very, very 

chilling” Luke Timmerman
With arguments like these it came as no surprise 
that Bishopstown Community School was picked 
to visit the European Parliament in Brussels on an 
all-expenses paid trip.  BCS would like extend its 
congratulations to Cathal, Anna, Saoirse & Luke, you 
did yourselves and your school proud!  Well done.

On Tuesday the 16th of May, Fifth Year English 
students visited The Everyman Theatre to see a 
dramatization of Private Peaceful, based on the 
award winning book by Michael Morpurgo.  Students 
enjoyed the opportunity to experience a theatrical 
performance and enjoy a story about love, loyalty and 
war.

Painting
The Canvas:

A deep blue river.
Rolling hills.

A carpet of green.

Walk through a city
Of cobbled streets,
Moss-coated walls.

Squat little buildings.

Now add a layer
Of shopping centres,

Offices,
Car-lined streets.

This painting is Cork.
By Anna Mustata.
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In September, First Year students visited the Lifetime 
Lab in Sunday’s Well.  A big part of the new Junior 
Cycle Science course is the concept of sustainability 
and the wise management of our resources.  The 
students had a workshop on pollution reduction 
and energy conservation and also learned about the 
treatment of water for Cork city.  
On 17th November, the Fifth Year Physics and 
Chemistry classes visited the Biopharma Facility at 
Cork Training Centre in Carrigaline.  This Facility 
services the thriving pharmaceutical industry in 
Cork by providing training and upskilling for people 
within the industry.  The day began with an excellent 
career talk.  It was emphasised that there are more 
jobs than people to fill them in the pharma industry in 
Ireland, in all areas from accounting to compliance to 
production.  There are many routes into the industry 
through the Universities, Institutes of Technology and 
on – site training.  The talk was very well received by 
the students and they had an opportunity to tour the 
pilot plant afterwards. 
On 16th November, the Second Year Science classes 
were visited by a group of final year Pharmacy 
students from U.C.C.  The students gave a workshop 
on the mechanisms by which infections are spread.  
They also described the uses of antibiotics and the 
importance of finishing the course that is prescribed.  

There was a lot of discussion about antibiotic 
resistance and the fact that taking antibiotics for viral 
infections is completely ineffective and only increases 
the problem of antibiotic resistance.
On Tuesday 9th May, BCS was very fortunate to 

have the opportunity to send ten of our Second 
Year students to a science day in U.C.C.  They had 
excellent lectures on topics which are relevant to the 
Junior Certificate course and in the afternoon were 
treated to a Chemistry Magic Show.  It was a great 
opportunity to get a taste of university life.

1st Year Science Field Trip to Fota
On Thursday the 11th of May, all 1st Years ventured 
to Fota Wildlife Park.  Students got to explore 
unknown habitats and environments that link with 
both the Junior Certificate Geography and History 

syllabi.  Team building and fun activities were carried 
out along with a tour of feeding zones and the new 
Asian Sanctuary.  The impact of the trip was wide 
reaching; Cross curricular links were made between 
Geography, History and Science 
and also between Pastoral and 
Subject based teaching.  Great 
fun and outdoor sensory learning 

in the sunshine was had by all.
Transition Year Science students participated very 
well in many Science modules throughout the year.  
The opportunity of developing a ‘Dissection’ module 
allowed students to engage in scientific inquiry, 
generate and seek answers to questions about their 
own Organs and Systems.  Scientific literacy and 
learning was enhanced by dissecting, displaying and 
identifying structures of a Cow and Sheep’s Eye, 
Trachea, Lung, Liver, Heart, Kidney and Spinal Cord.  
Learning and Literacy was developed far beyond 
the textbook, emphasising real life experiences.  
Exploring sensory and observational skills helped 
students ‘relate how the organs work inside their 
own body’.  A sincere thanks and appreciation is 
expressed by all Transition Year Science Students to 
‘Patrick O’Connell & Sons Butchers’ in the Lough for 
supplying us with a broad range of Organs. 
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Active Week 2017

Bishopstown Community School took on Active Week 
2017 with a bang this year!  Students were given a 
variety of opportunities across the week to get active 
and get moving for the first week back after the 
Easter break.  This tied in nicely with National Active 
Schools Week from the 24th to the 28th of April 2017.
Year group competitions were set up across the week.  
Each year group formed their own league and teams 

were put together to battle it out for the title.  Students 
who were involved in the Sky Sports, Living for Sport 
initiative assisted in the running of the competitions 
making sure rules were abided by and putting their 
own skills into action.
Complementing the week, BCS had their yearly 
Sports Day on Wednesday the 26th, where the 
students undertook a variety of sports from the 60m 
sprint and long puck to the wellie throw and obstacle 
courses.  The sun stayed close by adding to the 
relaxed atmosphere of the day.  The day culminated in 
a relay with each year group and the teachers putting 
forward their best teams.  This year the title of fastest 
relay team 2017 was taken by Third Year students.
Following the Sports Day, the Student Council 
organised and ran an Active-athon in the canteen.  All 
year groups participated and got active for at least one 
class during the day.  Students were active in a variety 
of activities including hula-hooping, badminton, and 

skipping to name a few.
The week finished off in style with a jam packed 
sports hall for the annual student versus teacher 
basketball match.  The match was observed under 
the strict eyes of Ms. Long and Ms. Sheahan and it 
ended in a nail biting last quarter with the final score 
of 16:15 to the teachers.  Parting words promise that 
next year the students will not be leaving the cup in 
the staff room but bringing it to its proper home in the 
BCS corridors. 

Pool Tournament

Before Easter, students from every year participated 
in a pool tournament.  This competition was held 
upstairs in the PE Hall during lunchtimes on Tuesdays 

and Thursdays for the duration of five weeks.  
Congratulations to Conor Kelly (2nd Year), John 
Cottrell (3rd Year), and Colin Marian (3rd year), who 
came first, second, and third, respectively.  Ms O’ 
Sullivan would like to thank all students who attended 
regularly to compete and spectate, as the tournament 
would not have succeeded without them, and extend 

thanks to the PE department for providing new pool 
cues. 

Fifth Year Deaf students take to the Boxing Ring

In November 2016, the Fifth Year 
Deaf students of Bishopstown 
Community School happily 
accepted an offer from Clara 
Furher, IABA approved coach, to come to the school 
and teach the students some boxing skills.  Students 
had weekly sessions with Clara and fellow coach 
Ciara, putting students and teachers through their 
paces each week.  Sessions worked on basic core 
boxing skills, co-ordination and on our general fitness. 
As the weeks progressed so did our boxing skills, so 
much so, that in our second term of classes we all 
decided it would be a great finish the module with a 
visit a local club.  Off we went for our final training 
session to Samsons Boxing/MMA club on the Central 
Park Road.  Students had a brilliant session and got to 
use the bags and have a go in the ring. 

Bishopstown Community School get involved in Sky 
Sports living for sport programme.

Thirteen BCS students along with Sports Mentor 
Kevin Conlan, looked at the benefits of sports as a 
tool for life and how we can glean so many essential 
skills and develop individual confidence through 
sports involvement. 
Following on from the initial programme and using 
these skills, the students undertook roles in assisting 
in the running of BCS’s first ever Active week.  The 
students took charge across the week running year 
group competitions.  The Programme finished with a 

presentation of certificates by Kevin Conlan. 

Soccer 

This year soccer really took off in BCS with three 
teams competing throughout the year!  Our First Year 
team played some great football in their many games. 
They won their first soccer trophy in April in a First 
Year blitz held in Cobh.  The trophy now takes pride 
and place in the cabinet in the main entrance of the 
school.  The boys trained every week for the full year 
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and this dedication really paid off.  A special thanks 
to Fifth Year students- Kyle Murphy, Kallum Long, 
Jamie Conlon and Reece Donovan who helped every 
Wednesday with training and were the main reason 
behind the First Year’s success at the blitz!  Well done 
lads! 
The U 19’s made history for BCS in recent years 
by winning their first round of the Edmond Rice 
U 19’s cup when they beat Kanturk by 6 goals.  
Unfortunately they were beaten by Pres in the second 
round.  They also participated in a few friendly games 
during the year and a blitz and they came out as 
winners from each of these!  This team will still be 
able to play U 19’s next year and we will look forward 
to seeing what the next school year brings for this 
fantastic team. 

Futsal

Due to the success of the First Year girls and boys 
futsal blitzes, Ms. Twomey and the Fifth Years took 
it upon themselves to 
organise the first BCS 
Futsal Tournament for 
senior boys.  With the 
help of Stephen O’ 
Mahony in the FAI, 
eight schools were 
involved and the blitz 
was ran over three 
days!  Two days of 
qualifiers with the 
finals taking place in 
BCS.  All the games 
were refereed by Fifth Years in BCS who completed 
a course in coaching with the FAI.  This was a great 
success as it allowed smaller schools to really excel, 
with Colaiste ns Phiarsigh, Glanmire, coming out as 
winners.  Hopefully this will become an annual event 
with more schools involved!  Well done again to the 
Fifth Years who gave up their time to help organise 
this tournament! 

TY Sports Leader Programme

In September 2016, 18 students began training for 

a Sports Leadership Certificate in conjunction with 
Cork Sports Partnership.  The programme ran across 
12 weeks and students undertook their assessment in 
the early weeks of January.  For their assessment, 6th 
Class Spioraid Naoimh boys happily participated in 

some fun and games which was run by the students.  
Both the Primary school students and the sports leader 
participants had a great day and enjoyed it.  Following 
on from the programme, four students put their skills 
into practice in May 
2017 when they 
provided some fun 
sports opportunities 
for students in St 
Columba’s Girls 
Primary School with 
a Facility for the 
Deaf, Douglas.

Congratulations!

A big congratulations 
is due to one of our Fifth Years students, Kallum 
Long.  Kallum was the captain of the Leeside AFC 
Youths team that won the Under 18 National Cup 
with a 6-0 win over Aisling Annacotty in April 2017.  
Kallum is a great role model to all the younger soccer 
players here in BCS.  Well done Kallum, we are all 
very proud of you! 
Senior Vs Junior Soccer Game
Our second annual in-school soccer game took place 
in May 2017 with the senior students taking on the 
junior students in what turned out to be a thriller of a 

game!  The senior boys narrowly won 3 -2 with the 
juniors battling right to the end.  The bad weather 
didn’t put a dampener on proceedings and the effort 
and sportsmanship showed by all the boys was 
fantastic. 

Athletics

The B.C.S. Athletics Team continued to perform to a 
high level in 2016/2017.  The dedication shown by the 
students was second to none with everyone training 
every Thursday after school in all weather conditions.  
In the cold, wet winter months it is definitely easier 
to be at home in front of a warm fire, but the athletes 
showed that they are made of tough stuff by attending 
training every week.  Their participation in the 
Munster Schools Cross Country Events and the Track 
and Field Events were a testament to their hard work 
and dedication.  All students did their two coaches, 
Ms. O’Riordan and Ms. O’Keeffe, very proud.  We 
look forward to as great success in 2017/2018.

Bishopstown Community School Host Cross 
Country-8th November 2016

Bishopstown Community School held its annual 
Cross Country event to which local Cork schools were 
invited to compete.  The event took place on campus 
and all students performed excellently despite the 

inclement weather conditions.  Congratulations to all 
who took part in particular, Sarah O’Neill (First Year) 
Sean Fouhy (Fifth Year) and John Cottrell (Third 
Year) who all took podium positions.  A great day was 

had by all and the prize giving ceremony in the hall 
was made even more enjoyable by a lovely surprise of 
tea and sandwiches.  This has become an annual event 
which Bishopstown Community Schools Athletics 
team are always excited to host.
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Music Tour to the National Concert Hall

A large group of music students from Second and 
Third Year enjoyed a wonderful cultural day trip to 
Dublin on the 31st of January 2017.  The main focus 

of the day was attending a Junior Certificate Music 
Concert in the National Concert Hall presented and 
performed by the National Symphony Orchestra.  
The programme focused on works from the Junior 
Certificate Music Course and many other entertaining 
pieces such as Benjamin Britten’s Young Person’s 
Guide to the Orchestra.  We had excellent seats on the 
balcony with a wonderful view of the wide variety of 
instruments in the ensemble. 
We also visited the Library at Trinity College where 
students viewed the Book 
of Kells and its exhibition.  
Upstairs in the magnificent 
Long Room, we saw the 
Brian Boru Harp – the oldest 
surviving harp in Ireland.

School Choir

Bishopstwon Community 
School took part in a beautiful 
Christmas Concert ‘Voices 
at Christmas’ in the SMA 
Church Wilton on the 13th 
of December 2017.  Thanks 
to their teachers Ms. O’ 
Sullivan, Ms. Keating and Ms. 

Long who arranged a wonderful programme filled 
with festive favourites.  Students from the Music 
Department treated audiences to a lively traditional 
music that added to the atmosphere of the night.  
Student’s raised over €1,700 for Pieta House as well 

as a futher amount for 
Autism Ireland. 

Students also got the 
opportunity to collaberate 
with the Scrubs Choir to 
perform a special piece 
on the night.  Well done 
to all singer and musicans 
involved on the night! 

Articulation

Bishopstown Community School had yet another 
reason to celebrate with another prestigious win for 
one of its students.  Monika Kosmoska, a Fifth Year 
student, who scooped 1st prize at the National finals 

of the ARTiculate public 
speaking competition.  The 
competition invites young 
people from across the 
country to give a 10 minute 
presentation on any work of 
art, architecture or artefact 
that appeals to them.

Her thoughtful study on a painting by Swiss artist, 
Alberto Giacometti, earned praise from the judges as 
insightful and 
reflective.  Her 
presentation 
analysed ideas 
of composition 
and technique, 
but also 
explored 
important 
questions of art, 
such as the psychology underlying its creation and 
how the viewer is essential to giving art its meaning.

Of her win Monika said it was most unexpected, 
especially given the quality of her competitors.  One 
thing for sure this competition proves is that, when 
given the right platform, our young people have a 
voice that is strong and full of confidence.

Other notable events during the year included our 
annual visit from the NCBI members when some of 
our 5th year students assisted in the glazing of their 
pottery work.  Our senior students also enjoyed visits 
to the Crawford Municipal Gallery.
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Music students at the National Concert Hall

Art Students at the Crawford Art Gallery

School Choir
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The Student Council plays a vital role in the life of the 
school and is facilitated by teachers Ms. Gottstein and 
Ms. Long.  Not long after their election the Student 
Council organised a very successful campaign to 
support the recognition of Irish Sign Language as an 
official language of Ireland.  This brought them to 

Seanad Éireann where their endeavours were highly 
commended by each Senator for their role in active 
citizenship.  Other successful initiatives this year 
included organising the school’s first Active-athon as 
part of active week and holding fundraising events 
which raised funds for sporting and music equipment.  
The Student Council from Bishopstown Community 

School attended the AGM of Cork City Comhairle 
na nÓg in November, where students from schools 
identified important issues for young people.  Cathal 
Donovan O’Neill and Luke Timmerman represented 
Bishopstown Community School on the Cork City 
Youth Council and attended weekly meetings.  We 
congratulate the Student Council members on their 
professionalism, dedication and enthusiasm this year.

Students with Senator Mark Daly 

S T U D E N T C O U N C I L

Student Council Elections

Members of the Student Council 2017

The First Year Home Economics class have been 
very busy working on their crafts.  The following are 
pictures of the crafts that they completed.
Nathan O’ Leary did himself proud by winning the 
‘TY Bake off for Brain training Week’.  It involved 
preparing, baking & serving a batch of muffins of his 
choice while being mindful of literacy & numeracy 
during the whole process. 

The Fifth Year Home Economics class visited the 
Wilton Farmer’s Market in March 2017.  The purpose 
of the visit was that the students would see the array 
of products produced by farmers & small artisan food 
businesses in the locality.  All enjoyed some of the 
purchases once back in school.
Fourth and Fifth Year Home Economics classes 
visited Cocomo Chocolate, Dennehy’s Cross, where 
Enda Spillane runs her handmade chocolate business.  
All enjoyed the experience of visiting a local food 
business as well as the chocolate! 

H O M E  E C O N O M I C S
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At Bishopstown Community School, all Junior Cycle 
students study French.  The course prepares students 
in the four main language areas-listening, reading, 
writing and speaking- along with learning about 
French lifestyle and culture.
French is quite 
a popular choice 
at Senior Cycle.  
We use the 
communicative 
teaching 
approach so 
that students are 
involved in real communication and it allows them to 
learn to use the language.
Our annual French Breakfast took place this year in 
March during the French Film Festival.  All First Year 
students attended.  It began with a French Breakfast 
followed by the film ‘Le Petit Nicholas’ to mark the 
festival.
À Bishopstown Community School, tous les élèves 
qui étudient pour le Brevet, apprennent le français.  
Les élèves apprennent à lire, écrire, écouter et parler le 
français.
Beaucoup d’élèves choisissent le français pour le 
Baccalauréat.  Nous communiquons avec les élèves 

en français, pour qu’ils soient impliqués dans une 
conversation réelle.  Ça leur permet aussi d’apprendre 
à utiliser la langue.
Tous les ans, nous préparons un petit déjeuner 
français.  Cette année,ça a eu lieu en mars pendant le 
festival de film français.  Tous les élèves en première 
année y ont participé.  Ça a commence avec un petit 
déjeuner français, suivi par le film ‘Le Petit Nicolas’, 
pour marquer la fête.

Cork FTA French Quiz

Bishopstown Community School won the annual 
Cork French Teachers’ Association Quiz in UCC on 
Monday 6th February 2017.  Saoirse Brennan, Vittorio 
Lami, Jason Lenihan and Luke Timmerman competed 
against schools from across the city and county to 
clinch 1st prize.
The quiz was made up of 8 rounds on topics including 
history, geography, art, sport, famous French people 
and French language and phrases.  It was hosted by 
the French Department in UCC who looked after 
both students and teachers very well.  Well done to 
all the schools 
involved!

Seachtain na Gaeilge
Seachtain na Gaeilge is an international festival that 
celebrates both the Irish language and culture in 
Ireland and other countries worldwide. Students and 
teachers took part this year for Seachtain na Gaeilge 
which was celebrated from the 13th-17th of March. 
All year groups got involved in activities such as 

poster competitions, ceilís, puzzles and music during 
the week. Things got a little competitive on the céilí 
dance floor, as students battled to become winners of 

‘Rince na Deilbhe’. Students were lucky enough to 
have live music on the day for the event. Senior cycle 
students tested their Irish skills in a tráth na gceist. A 
huge effort was made by everyone. 

Conradh na Gaeilge have worked hard with schools 
in developing programmes, talks and events for 
students and for the general public for Seachtain na 
Gaeilge. They are live on social media platforms such 
as Twitter, instragram, and facebook @SnaGaeilge. 
All departments in the school were very engaging in 
the weeks events and plans are already afoot for this 
years festival. Go raibh maith agaibh go léir as ucht na 
hoibre agus an rannpháirtíocht le linn na seachtaine. 
Maith sibh!
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TY Tour to Barcelona.

This year’s school tour group travelled to Barcelona 
in April, 2017.  A fantastic time was had by everyone 
who went.  On the first day, students toured the 
stunning city of Tarragona where they strolled through 
the old city taking in the sights which included ancient 
Roman ruins and spectacular Gothic cathedrals.  
The second day was spent in Portaventura where 
students enjoyed some of the world’s biggest and 
fastest roller coasters.  On the third day the group 
visited Barcelona’s world famous sites.  The highlight 
being La Sagrada Familial, Gaudi’s famous Gothic 
Cathedral.  On the last day the tour group visited the 
stunning Montserrat, an ancient Monastery situated 
on top of a mountain, famous for the Black Madonna.  
To end the trip students spent the afternoon shopping 
at La Serrenas, a shopping centre that was once a 
bullfighting ring. 

Chinese Studies

Transition Year’s had the opportunity to take part in a 
very interesting course of study in Chinese language 
and culture.  Over the course of the year the students 
learned some Mandarin Chinese as well as many 
aspects of Chinese culture including, Chinese paper 
Cutting, calligraphy, Kung Fu and Tai Chi. 
This is the fifth year that BCS has offered Chinese 
studies in partnership with the UCC Confucius 
Institute.  Every year, students gain valuable insights 
into the Chinese way of life. 

Fashion Show

The Fashion Show was a huge success.  All TY 
students and a number of teachers strutted their stuff 
on the catwalk in aid of the Ethiopian Deaf Project 
and the ISPCC.  The TY’s worked tirelessly for 
a number of months before the event, organising 
sponsorship of clothes, spot prizes and music as well 
as practising musical performances for the night. 
This year we were also joined by a number of 
students from St Columba’s Girls Primary School 
with a Facility for the Deaf, who modelled the latest 
in Halloween Costumes.  The support was fantastic 
again this year and a large crowd gathered on the 
night to watch the show.  BCS was delighted to raise 
a total of € 1,100 for their chosen charities.  Well done 
to everyone who took part and a huge thank you to 
everyone who supported the Fashion Show.

Junk Kouture

A team of Transition Year students, 
Lauri MacDonald, Katelyn 
O’Shaughnessy, Gemma Malone and 
Niamh Savage designed and made a 
dress for Junk Kouture.  This year’s 
dress was called L’Image corporelle 
or Body Image.  The idea was to draw 
attention to the often negative body 
image within the fashion industry. 
To make the dress the team worked 
for many hours cutting pictures of models from 
magazines and using these images to create the dress.  
A lot of time and effort went into this project and the 
team should be very proud of their efforts. 

TY Mini Company

TY’s created two Mini Companies this year.  One 
company created a new idea to help young people 
reduce stress and do quick exercises to promote 
positive well-being.  Calm3 came up with the idea 
of developing a cubed stress ball.  As well as being a 
stress ball each side of the cube had a different activity 
printed on each side.  
The idea being that 
you roll the cube and 
whatever activity 
came up the student 
would do for that 
day.  Listen to music 
and breathe, organise 
something fun to do 
and perform a random 
acts of kindness are some of the examples on the 
cube.  Calm3 won best business idea at the Cork City 
enterprise boards. 
A number of other students also started the hugely 
successful company Choc-a-bloc.  Their idea was to 

create a wooden activity that would allow the user 
to build anything that they could imagine, such as 
model ships, planes or even dragons.  Choc-a –bloc 
represented BCS at a number of events and reached 
the finals of the Cork Enterprise Board Mini Company 
Competition in UCC. 

Personal Development / Well-being education

Bishopstown Community School recognises the value 
of Well-being education and offer a module in this 
area to all Transition Year students.  Throughout the 

year students are given the space to learn key skills 
that allow them to learn how to care for their own 
physical and mental well-being. 
This year both TY and Second Year students took part 
in Changes, a 30 Day mental well-being programme.  
Some of the skills that the students learned included 
mindfulness, taking care of physical health, goal 
setting, taking care of our needs and many more.  This 
programme also included parents, who were invited 
to take part in the programme along with their child 
and were also invited to the school to learn how the 
programme works.  The programme was implemented 
by a number of departments in the school including 
our Home School Community Liaison, and the 
Personal Development Co-Ordinator. 

Young Social Innovators

The TY project Calm3 represented the school in the 
Young Social Innovators (YSI) Competition.  YSI 
focuses on projects that promote social change in a 
number of areas and we chose mental health and well-
being. 
The project was extremely successful in this 
competition and secured €700 funding from the YSI 
Den to develop the project further as well as receiving 
an overall highly commended from the judges on their 
project.  The project was placed in the top 50 out of 
over 500 projects submitted nationwide.  This is a 
huge achievement for all Transition Year students. 
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TY Students during Fashion Show Night.

Barcelona Tour 2017
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Young Engineer Award for BCS

Past pupil Jay Rall received top prize at the National 
Final of the Young Engineer 2016 Competition, for his 
Leaving Certificate Engineering project. 
This competition rewards excellence and innovation 
in Leaving Certificate Engineering and Jay faced stiff 
competition from other schools around Cork City and 
County to advance to the National Final. 
The brief given was to construct a “Trike Buggy”, 
in which pupils had to design their own buggy and 
manufacture it from scratch into a functioning model, 
while adhering to the guidelines and restrictions set 
out by the State Exams Commission.

Jay pictured above receiving the award from the left, 
Mr. Pat McKelvey, Director of Schools for the Cork 
Education and Training Board, Mr.  Jim McLean, 
Miko Metals and Mr. Mark McCarthy, Engineering 
Teacher. 

“Engineering Week” Trip to Stryker

As part of the National Engineering Week, 20 students 
from Transition Year got the opportunity to take part 
in a tour of the Stryker Neurovascular Facility on 
Thursday the 9th of March.  Students saw first-hand 
the products manufactured there, such as coils and 
catheters which are used in the treatment of strokes 
which affect the brain.

Fifth Year Trip to LIT

In December, the Fifth Year Engineering class took a 
trip to Limerick Institute of Technology to partake in 

a Material Testing module.  Students were exposed to 
the practical side of Tensile Testing, a topic covered 
on the theory course.  After they were given a tour of 
the Engineering Department in LIT.

Examples of work completed by our 3rd Year 
Metalwork Students for their Junior Certificate 
Exam.

Materials Technology Wood 
is offered at Junior Cycle 
and Construction at Senior 
Cycle.  By choosing these 
subjects you will get to learn 
new skills and processes, 
as well as designing 
and making projects.  Students enjoy the practical 
element of the subject and 
are also challenged by the 
design aspect of the course.  
Here are a selection of 
Junior Certificate projects 
completed this year.
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Woodwork and Building Construction Projects

Engineering Projects

1st Prize for Jay Rall at the National Young Engineers Competition
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One of the projects focused on BCS this year was 
Irish Sign Language (ISL).  ISL is taught to all First 
Year and Transition Year students in the school and 
we have a Facility for Deaf.  BCS is committed to 
providing opportunities to incorporate ISL into school 
life.
In October there was an inspiring visit from Leah 
Katz Hernandez (Secretary to the former President 
of the United States Barrack Obama) which brought 
to the fore front the need to recognise ISL in Ireland.  
Recognising the need for equality, Ms. Gottstein 
led a whole school campaign to support the ISL Bill 
to recognise ISL as an official language of Ireland.  
Students and teachers along with teachers from the 
Deaf Facility got on board with the project and wrote 
letters to the Senators campaigning for recognition.  
During the debate on the Bill to recognise Irish Sign 
Language as on official language of our country, all 
the Senators commended the students‘ campaign 
which involved writing to each senator to raise 
the importance of this bill and the inequality they 
recognised.   It was a remarkable day for the students 
of Bishopstown Community School to be part of this 
debate. 
Following this debate students were invited to visit 
the Centre for Deaf Studies Trinity College Dublin 
and Deaf Village Ireland.  Seeing ‘The Hub’ café 
for the Deaf inspired both our hearing and Deaf 

students to set up a Deaf Café in the school ‘BCS 
Sign its Friday’.  Students along with their teachers 
Ms. Dowling and Ms. Gottstein spearheaded the Café 
which was a resounding success it was great to see all 
students and staff use ISL to order their food.  Well 
done to the Fifth Year Deaf group who undertook this 
wonderful initiative.  BCS hosted its very first Deaf 
Café in the Library.  It was a whole school initiative 
that was run by Fifth Year Deaf students.  On the 3rd 
and 10th of March 2017, the library was turned into 
a Deaf friendly Café.  Every student ordered pizza, 
soup, pasta and delicious cakes through Irish Sign 
Language.  It was a huge success.  The Deaf Café 
raised 200 Euro for the Ethiopian Deaf Project.  Well 
done to all involved!

Deaf Education Conference

The Deaf Education Conference was 
held in the Portlaoise Heritage Hotel 
on the 1st of October 2016.  The 
aim of the conference was “Road-
maps for the future of Deaf/Hard of 
Hearing Children’s Education”.
A large number of staff from Bishopstown 
Community School attended this Deaf Education 
Conference.  Staff had a wonderful opportunity to 
meet Professionals nationally and internationally.  It 
was also a great opportunity to meet parents of Deaf 

and Hard of hearing children.  The Deaf Facility in 
BCS had a comprehensive display at the Conference.  
Staff were kept busy during the breaks meeting other 
teachers, parents and professionals throughout the day.
Some of the guest speakers included Minister for 
Equality, David Stanton, European Union of the Deaf 
President, Dr. Markku Jokinen, U.S Department of 
Labor, Claudia Gordon, West Wing White House 
representative Leah Katz Hernandez, and Asst. 
Professor in Trinity College Dublin, Dr. John Bosco 
Conama.

BCS praised in the Seanad.

Members of the Student Council and Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing students were invited to the Seanad to 
watch the senators discuss the Irish Sign Language 
(ISL) Bill on the 19th of October 2016.  Ms. Herlihy, 
Ms. Gottstein, Ms. Dowling and Ms. Long attended.  
One of our student‘s personal stories was read out 
during the Seanad debate by Senator Paul Daly.  Alain 
Newstead is profoundly Deaf, his first language is ISL 
and he wrote of his puzzlement as to why ISL which 
is his language isn’t recognised in his own country.  It 
was a significant day in his life.  It was a remarkable 
day for the students of Bishopstown Community 
School to be part of the passing onto committee stage 
the Bill to recognise ISL as an official language of our 
country. 

RTE Deafening 
Documentary

Mind the Gap 
Productions filmed 
Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing Students 

in the Deaf Facility on the 18th of November 2016.  
The Documentary was called “Deafening” and it 
was aired on RTE 1 on the 2nd of March 2017.  The 
documentary featured the lives of four Deaf and 
hard of hearing people in Ireland.  As RTE stated 
“Deafening is an audiovisual feast that weaves 
seamlessly between speech, sign language and 
visual communication and represents a first for Irish 
television”.

Trinity College Dublin
On the 17th of January 2017, Dr. John Bosco Conama 
invited students from BCS to visit The Centre for 
Deaf Studies, Trinity College Dublin.  Mr. Conama 
gave a very insightful tour of the college and it proved 
to be a very informative trip as students got a sense of 
the various courses on offer there.  Ms. Herlihy, Ms. 
Gottstein, Ms. Dowling and Ms. Long organised a 
visit to Deaf Village Ireland in the afternoon.  Students 
got a guided tour of the Deaf Village and the state of 
the art leisure facility there also.

Open Day

Parents of Deaf and hard of hearing students in 4th, 
5th , and 6th classes, Visiting Teachers of the Deaf, 
primary school principals and teachers were invited 
to the Deaf Facility’s Open Day in March 2017.  Mr. 
Barry, Ms. Fitzgerald and Ms. Herlihy delivered 
an information session to the group about the Deaf 
Facility.  It was very well attended and the feedback 
was very positive. 
Each year the Deaf Facility welcomes many visitors.  
One visitor that the School was honoured to welcome 
was Leah-Katz Hernandez, a secretary to the former 
President of the United States Barrack Obama.  Leah 
provided a hugely influential talk to Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing students on the 7th of October 2016.
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Leah Katz Hernandez visits our Deaf Unit.

Bishopstown students campaign in the Seanad for the ISL Bill
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Collins Barracks 

Third Year Students made the annual excursion to 
Collins Barracks in February 2017.  The War of 
Independence and the role of Michael Collins is 
part of the Junior Certificate syllabus.  This was an 
opportunity for students to see first-hand the rich 
memorabilia that relates to Michael Collins.  The 
students were guided around the barracks by a tour 
guide and they learned about the history of the 
barracks through visual sources.

Kilkenny Castle

Second Year students 
visited Kilkenny Castle 
in May 2017.  The 
Junior Cycle includes 
a study of castles and 
this was an opportunity 
for students to enjoy 
a tour of a renovated 
castle and its beautiful 
grounds. 
 “On the 4th of May at 8 o‘clock the second years 
left on a bus to Kilkenny.  It took us three hours to 
get there.  When we arrived we went to visit Kilkenny 
Castle.  First we watched a short movie on the past of 
Kilkenny, we learned that a family called the Butlers 
owned the castle for 600 years until they gave it to a 
foundation to make it into a museum.
After a short documentary we were given a tour of 
the castle.  We were shown two bedrooms, the dining 
room, the library, the nursery and the gallery.  The 
castle also had a huge garden with a lovely water 
fountain.  My favourite part of the castle was the 
gallery because I loved the birds and waterfall designs 
that were on the roof.
After the tour of the castle we were given some free 
time to go shopping and to eat.  It took us another 
three hours to get back to the school.  We arrived back 
at school at 5 o clock and really enjoyed the day”.   
Nicole Cronin.
“At eight o clock in the morning, the whole year went 
to Kilkenny for a history trip.  We left the school at 
twenty past eight and got to Kilkenny at 11 o clock.  

In the castle we watched a short film about the castle 
and saw lots of different rooms.  I learned that beds 
used to be much shorter because people were not as 
tall because there was less nutrition in foods.  The 
average height of a man was 5.2.  There used to 
be no indoor toilets, heating or electricity.  Around 
Christmas time the family used to light the fire in the 
gallery when it got cold.  They didn’t light it too often 
because there were paintings all around the room 
which would have been damaged by smoke.  After the 
castle we went to Kilkenny shopping centre and had 
something to eat.  My favourite part of the day was the 
castle”. Aoife Hegarty.
As part of their Junior Cycle History course, students 
are taken to various historical sites in the country.  
These experiences help to bring key areas of the 
course to life.  Bishopstown Community School’s 
History Department annually organises a trip which 
enriches key areas of Irish and World History.  It 
also ensures a great day out for students and teachers 
alike.  Kerry hosts multiple key historical sites and 
students annually enjoy trips which feature tours of 
Ross Castle, Muckross Park and Staigue stone fort.  
Besides Kerry, trips to some of Cork’s key historical 
and ancient areas such as Collin’s Barracks and 
Barryscourt are also timetabled by BCS’s History 
Department.  Not only are these beneficial to the BCS 
History course but they can become cross curricular 
and assist other subjects revision from Geography to 
CSPE and Religious Education.
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Geography Field Trips

Ross Castle Visit

H I S TO RY G E O G R A P H Y

Field Trip
Bishopstown Community School Geography 
Department enhances pupils learning by actively 
engaging pupils through field trips and active 
engagement in their subject. In 2016 the Second Years 
went to the Burren on a day trip. The Senior Cycle 
pupils engaged heavily in many areas of physical 
geography and completed a study of the processes 

of transportation and deposition in Garretstown 
beach. The Geography Department intends to get 
the Transition Year pupils to engage heavily this year 
in studying their own city and the development of 
many world cities. This cross curricular teaching is 
with a view to working with other subjects that is 
fundamental to the New Junior Cycle Geography 
course.



All Junior Cycle students were busy in Religious 
Education (RE) class throughout the year completing 
JCSP Statements.  This included research projects 
and activities on Communities of Faith (Judaism, 
Islam, and Christianity) Community Groups and 
Voluntary Organisations, Pilgrimage, Prayer, Faith 
Today and Morality.  The Junior Certificate students 
had their annual exam mass on Thursday 18th May 
2017.  It was a wonderful celebration with the 
student’s preparations and participation adding to the 
atmosphere.
Senior students completed portfolios and activities on 
topics such as the Search for Meaning, Christianity, 
World Religions, Justice and Peace and Morality.  
Guest speakers included Diane Mackin from St 
Vincent de Paul. Leaving Certificate students 
celebrated their Graduation Mass on Thursday 25th 
May.  This was a fantastic ceremony which brings a 
lovely conclusion to their time here in Bishopstown 
Community School.

Events throughout the year

Fifth Year students all travelled to Gougane Barra for 
a reflection day.  This was an opportunity to journey 
together as a group with which they will complete 
their post-primary education.  They participated in 
some friendship activities in the rain and fortunately 
the sun came out to help them think of hopes for the 
year.  While walking together they had an opportunity 
to appreciate the beautiful setting of Gougane Barra, 
the mountains, lake and trees awakening their sense 

of awe and wonder.  A group service was held in the 
chapel with the theme of ‘Strength in Unity.’  It was 
an enjoyable day which finished with cake supplied 
by Ms. Flynn, Ms. Long and Ms. Gottstein.
Transition Year students participated in lots of 
projects befriending groups and organisations in the 
community during the school year.  This work was 
completed as part of their involvement with the St 
Vincent de Paul Youth for Justice Initiative.  The 

students in TYA together with their Teacher MS Flynn 
focused on the issue of Homelessness.  With the theme 
‘Am I invisible?’ they organised a poster campaign, 
taught 1st years and held a quiz to raise awareness.  
The students also wanted to support the work of Cork 
Simon Community and organised a clothes collection 
to raise funds. 
The students in TY B with their teacher Ms. Gottstein 
brainstormed many ideas as to how they would 
approach the topic of Befriending.  Choosing the title 
‘I’ll be there for you’ they linked with St Columba’s 
National School, Cork City Hospital Children’s Club, 
Cork Simon Community, Penny Dinners and the Irish 
Cancer Society.  Students linking with St Columba’s 
National School taught the children about different 
countries and their culture and conducted sports 
leadership coaching.  The students used their Irish 
Sign Language skills while teaching and coaching 
at St Columba’s which also has a Facility for Deaf 
and Hard of Hearing children within its school.  A 
Christmas Craft sale was held as part of the schools 

fundraising efforts to support the work of Ambo 
Lazarist Deaf School in Ethopia.  Students held a 
Christmas Jumper Day and collected clothing to 
raise funds for Cork Simon Community.  Christmas 
shoeboxes were collected and presented to Cork 
Penny Dinners.  A pancake sale was held on pancake 
Tuesday with students volunteering to help Garda 

John Long in the SMA hall.  Yellow Day was held 
in the school to raise funds for Marymount Hospice 
and as part of the Irish Cancer Society Daffodil Day 
National Fundraising Initiative.  Students attended 
a celebration day to acknowledge their hard work 
throughout the year and a certificate was presented 
to the students for their involvement in the Youth for 
Justice Project by St Vincent de Paul.
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The Adult Education Programme aims to fulfil the 
needs of a cross section of adults, some of whom have 
been regular customers for the past number of years.  
The Director, Michelle O Brien has indicated that 
customer feedback from 2016 has been particularly 
positive, highlighting the excellent value for money; 
the quality of the courses on offer, the high standard 
of teaching and the relaxed atmosphere conducive to 
learning.
2016/2017 was another successful year of diverse 
classes delivered by Adult Education.  Cantabile Vocal 
Ensemble took off under Mary O’ Brien.  They had 
a busy year including performing for US TV on St 
Patrick’s Day.  Spanish and Ballroom Dancing classes 
proved such big hits that they were extended to the 
end of the academic school year.  The Adult Education 
staff would like to thank all the tutors and students 
who made the programme possible.  

The full range of courses is available to view and 
online enrolment can be made at

 www.bishopstown-cs.ie
Contact the Adult Education Office directly by phone 
on 021 4869310 or email aded@bishopstown-cs.ie or 
text/ring 0871719801 to make an enquiry.  The Adult 
Education team look forward to hearing from you.

Business in the Community and IBM

Every year the Fifth Year students are priviliged 
to participate in the Skills @ Work programme.  
This programme is delivered by Business in the 
Community Ireland along with IBM Cork.  Volunteer 
employees from IBM Cork partner with the entire 
Fifth Year class and students are provided with 
opportunities to learn about the computing industry, 
prepare professional CV’s and are trained in interview 
skills.  Every Fifth Year student participates in a 
professional interview delivered by the HR Team 
of IBM and students are given feednack on their 
performance.  Other activities on the programme 
include a site visit to IBM and CV and interview skills 
workshop.  This programme has a significnat effect 
on students self confidence and self esteem and as a 
result students feel much more prepared when they are 
interviewing for colleges places or employment. 
At BCS we have delevoped very strong links 
with both CIT and UCC as well as the Cork City 
Colleges of Further Education.  We are involved 
in linked programmes which expose our students 

to third level colleges from their first term in First 
Year.  In conjunction with UCC+ our students have 
opportunities to access programmes such as the 
Student achievement awards, CSI Camp, Xperience 
UCC, Easter School, Science and Maths revision 
classes, use of study facilities in UCC, Graffiti Drama 
and TRIZ.  These programmes are offered across 
all year groups which enables our students to begin 
thinking about their future from early on in their time 
in BCS. 
BCS and CIT work closely on a number of initiatives 
aimed at introducing students to CIT.  In particular 
the Science, Engineering and Art Departments in 
BCS are in regualr contact with CIT through student 
initiatives.  The CIT Linked Programme provides 
programmes such as Campus visits/CIT school visit, 
Maths and Science Revision days for Leaving Cert 
students, Study skills workshops for Leaving Cert 
students, Parents workshops/information sessions for 
parents, Science for life programme, Graffiti Drama 
workshops and the Lifelong Learning Festival.  We 
hope to continue to have strong links with the Cork 
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Colleges and we are very grateful for the support 
and opportunities they provide to our students.  Our 
college progression statistics are outstanding and 
we do our utmost to ensure that every Leaving Cert 
student is progressing into a course of their choice.
Senior Cycle Careers Field Trip.

University and College Open Days

During the year all senior cycle students attended 
Open Days in CIT, UCC, Coláiste Stiofáin Naofa and 
St Johns Central College.  We work very closely with 
the colleges of Further Education in Cork City (Cork 
College of Commerce, Coláiste Stoifáin Naofa and 
St. Johns Central College) and throughout the year a 
number of senior cycle students were hosted by these 
colleges at ‘taster days’ where they were invited to 
attend lectures  in courses they were interested in.  
Many BCS students who took part in taster days have 
progressed very successfully into their chosen course. 

One of the careers highlights 
this year was our annual ‘Senior 
Cycle Careers Field Trip’.  In 
March all Fifth Year and Sixth 
Year students attended Open Days 
in the Cork Colleges of Further 
Education.  Students researched 
their progression options through 
the Further Education route.  Most 
of our students progress from 
Leaving Cert directly into a Higher 
Education Institute such as UCC 
or CIT but there is a growing trend 
where students who traditionally 
would have moved straight into 
a Degree are now considering 
undertaking a year in a PLC course to mature and 
prepare for their Degree by spending a year in a 
related PLC course.  The ‘Senior Cycle Careers Field 
Trip’ was a remarkable success and an excellent 
learning experience for the students. 



UCC PLUS Pilot Programme

Bishopstown Community School was delighted to 
be chosen to be involved with a mind mapping pilot 
programme organised by the Assistive Technology 
Department at UCC and overseen by UCC PLUS.  
Mind mapping is widely recognised as a very useful 
tool for learning. 

 The programme was led by Ms. Deirdre Madden, 
past pupil of Bishopstown Community School, and 
supported by a wonderful group of volunteer tutors 
from various disciplines in the university.
Twenty students from Second Year were selected to 
be involved in the seven week programme during 
October and November.  Each week students were 
brought into UCC Boole Library to be taught by their 

tutors how to use the X mind software programme.  
The students were accompanied by Ms. Flynn, Ms. 
Philpott and Ms. O’Sullivan.
“The programme helped me with my homework and I 
am using it for my summer exams as it is making my 
learning a lot easier”
“X mind helps me to study and make plans”
At the conclusion of the programme parents were 
invited to visit UCC and were given an overview of 
the programme.  This was followed by a tour of UCC 
and a reception.
The programme was so successful that the enthusiastic 
tutor team came to the school in the spring and taught 
the programme to a group of senior students from 
Transition Year and Fifth Year.
We are very appreciative of this opportunity which 
was kindly organised by Ms Maeve Minihane and her 
team from the UCC PLUS office.

Gaisce

Well done to Gráinne Fouhy, Saoirse Brennan and 
Charlotte Ware on their completion of the trek from 
Killarney, through the Black Valley and on to Kate 
Kearney’s Cottage.  The trek was completed as part of 
their Silver Gaisce Award.

Bishopstown Community School goes to Féilte 

On the 1st of October two teachers from BCS went 
to the Teaching Council’s annual celebration of 
innovation in Teaching in the RDS in Dublin.  Ms. 
Beresford and Mr. White represented the school to 
display their work.  This event is the biggest of its 
kind in the country where thousands of teachers come 
to get new ideas to bring back to their schools.  There 

was an amazing response by teachers from all over the 
country to the showcase.  

Bishopstown Community win the Excellence in 
Education Award

This year Bishopstown Community School won 
the Excellence in Education award at the IT@Cork 
annual awards.  IT@Cork are a networking group of 
IT Professionals from major international companies 
such as Trend Micro, Google, and Microsoft as well as 
institutions such as CIT and UCC.
This award is given to schools who are dedicated to 
IT education and our commitment to introducing both 
online safety courses as well as coding classes secured 
this prestigious award for our school.  It was noted 
that BCS had a clear strategy and dedication to IT 
Education.

VEX Robotics

The Robotics Club has been active in BCS since 2011 
and is currently run by Mr. Page.  The club is aimed 
at junior school and gives them the opportunity to 
design and develop a remote control robot capable 
of carrying out rudimentary physical tasks.  Once 
completed, the students compete with their robot 
against schools from all around Cork with the hope 
of ultimately competing internationally.  The club 
provides students with a sound basis in rudimentary 
electronics, mechanics and design.  This year the 
Robotics club competed in VEX Robotics scrimmages 
and the CIT Robotics Competition where they reached 
the Semi Final stage of the competition in January 
2017.
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Transition from Primary School to BCS

In early September First Year students went to ‘West 
Cork Secret’ as part of a team building/induction 
programme.  They got to know each other and had lots 
of fun.

Swimming Lessons

First Year students were involved in a six-week 
block of swimming lessons, which is part of the PE 
programme.  We are delighted to note that while 
many students improved their swimming skills, four 
students actually learned how to swim during this 
time.

Mid-Term Celebration 

In November our Mid-Term Celebration took place 
over Halloween.  This event provides students the 
chance to have a lot of fun and is part of our team 
building initiatives for First Year students.

Binit!

Then Binit Roadshow visited BCS and was very 
enjoyable.  The highly successful roadshow is designed 
to educate pupils about the importance of correct 
litter disposal and the environmental and social 
responsibilities that come with that.

Rocket Launch
Our end of year celebration for First Year students 
involved a cross curricular event, a Rocket Launch.  It 
was the best year ever with students’ rockets reaching 
unbelievable heights.  NASA watch out!
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OPEN NIGHT

Tuesday, 19th September, 2017 
6.30 p.m.

We extend a warm welcome to parents and 
students of 4th, 5th and 6th class.

B I S H O P S TO W N  C O M M U N I T Y 
S C H O O L


